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BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
May 9, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 
Benton County Administration  Building


Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Vice Chair				Adam J. Fyall
Kit McBurney, Member					Robert Blain
Robin Emmingham, Member
Sarah Funk, Member (video) – Excused at 7:12

Absent
Laauli Faamausili, Chair – Excused
Karla Brown, Secretary – Excused


There were a couple of questions posed by Board members as the group was assembling but before the meeting was officially called to order:
· Can Adam check the status of members’ terms?
· Can we get a status report on spraying for weeds – particularly clover – at Two Rivers Park?


Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Vice Chair McNeal called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.  The Pledge was recited and a quorum was established.


Review & Approval of Agenda

The May 9, 2023 agenda was approved as submitted (unanimous). 


Review & Approval of Minutes
The April 2023 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Board as presented (unanimous).
Monthly Reports to the Board

Chair’s Report
There was no chair report.  

Committee/Subcommittee Reports
There were no reports.

Staff Report
Adam presented his written report, augmented by Robert Blain’s project status report and also four follow-up answers to questions posed by Vice Chair McNeal.


Business

Defibrillators

Adam gave a short presentation highlighting a recent meeting with the Richland Fire Department regarding RFD’s ideas around possibly placing AEDs at the Badger Mountain Preserve, about Richland’s trail run of an outdoor AED at Amon Park, and about emergency response incidents at Badger.  Adam went on to make a proposal to the Board to place an AED at Two Rivers Park as a field trial similar to what Richland is doing.  Amon Park has had the AED since September 2022 without incident – good news.  Adam said he could work with the County’s risk manager on an exact proposal, then staff would work with the Board to select the proper site at the park.  Two Rivers was suggested because of its high use and the general concentration of that use around the lagoons, peninsula, and main parking area.  Adam said that he could find the funding for an initial AED for Two Rivers park (expected to be between $1200 and $1600) though financing of additional AEDs down the road would require a deeper dive into the budget.  The Board was receptive to the proposal and directed Adam to proceed.  Staff hopes to place an AED at Two Rivers Park sometime in June.

Two Rivers Park Boardwalk

Robert Blain updated the Board about the project, emphasizing the work that has been completed, the projected schedule, and how far we have come with this.  The consultant has completed a preliminary design and the pre-approval permitting is completed.  There remained one more design decision to be made before the consultant could complete design (scheduled for May 26), that being the width of the boardwalk.  The Board was presented with 4-foot, 5-foot, and 6-foot width options, and their associated costs.  After spirited discussion, the Board unanimously selected the 4-foot width option.  Robert will communicate that selection to the consultant.  It was also confirmed that the County wants the central platform to be at an elevation of 5 feet off of the ground (the floor of the platform, that is).

June, and Future Park Board Meetings

The Board discussed upcoming meetings and also meetings with its parks plan consultant, Tom Beckwith.  Traditionally, the June Park Board meeting has been a field meeting held at Two Rivers Park.  Mr. Beckwith would like to meet to go over the recent survey, the upcoming open house, and the wind-down of the parks plan project.  After discussion of various options for the summer timeframe, the Board stated its preference for a June meeting at the normal location in Kennewick with Mr. Beckwith, a regular July meeting in Kennewick, and an August field meeting at Horn Rapids Park that will be used to dedicate the Horse Camp in honor of Linda Smith.  This option avoids a special meeting and/or a reschedule of the June meeting.  Adam will follow-up with Mr. Beckwith to see if this will work for him.


Public Comment

Michael Seelinger (AirSoft community, online via video) thanked the Board for its continued efforts and mentioned he looks forward to meeting with some members at an upcoming event at Hover Park.

George Hager (TCSA, online via video) thanked the Board and gave a short update on paving

Mickie Chamness (CBNPS) mentioned a surplus of sagebrush seedlings that might be available for restoration work at Horn Rapids Park, and also asked about a proposed herbicide application at Horn Rapids Park.

Cindy Faith (PSR) updated the Board on cleanup efforts at Hover Park and reiterated hope for getting at least a parking lot installed at the park soon.


Poll of the Board

Present members of the Board made quick closing comments.


ADJOURNMENT  7:27
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